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defection of many who had manfully resisted the Stamp Act, they were compelled to proceed with great circumspection. Although the Mutiny bill, was in its tendency more alarming than the obnoxious law which had been resisted with so much unanimity, and was followed by other measures, obviously incipient to a forcible execution of the arbitrary views of the ministry, it did not create the same united resistance; and the great bond of union was essentially weakened. Still there was no relaxation on the part of their leaders to keep alive the spirit of the people; and the fruits of these energies was the bold answer of the House of Assembly, to the Governor's message, notwithstanding it was backed by the formidable rescript of the King. News had arrived of extensive military preparations, and the British prints were filled with the indignation of the ministerial writers at the recusancy of this highly favored colony; and with threats of the meditated vengeance of an angered sovereign.
The Assembly became alarmed, and notwithstanding every effort was made to keep them firm in their resolves, on the 3d June they yielded a farther compliance, and appropriated three thousand five hundred pounds, to defray the expenses of the troops for the preceding; and a further supply of three thousand pounds for the current year: and also granted an appropriation, to indemnify the agent of Major James, for damages sustained in the outbreak of November 1765. The threatened blow was not averted by this partial submission. The Governors of the Colonies were ordered to prohibit the assembling of any Congress similar to that of October ?65: and the colony of New York, notwithstanding they had been far inore compliant with the demands of the Government than the province of Massachusetts, was heavily visited with the vengeance of the Parliament. The functions of its Assembly, on the 29th June were declared to be abrogated; and the Governor and Council were inhibited from assenting to any acts of the House, until the Mutiny Act was unequivocally acknowledged and submitted to.